Marshall District Library Genealogy FAQ

1. What is genealogy?

Strictly speaking, genealogy is the study of individuals and their family relationships. In a larger sense, however, genealogy studies the lives of these individuals and their families, and their relationship to the broader history of the times and places in which they lived.

2. Where is the genealogy section located? 

The genealogy section of Marshall District Library is located in the reference collection.  The state of Michigan, Calhoun County, and the city of Marshall history sections are all located in the 900’s.  

3. How do I contact the Marshall District Library’s genealogy librarian? 

The Marshall District Library genealogy librarian is Beth Dowson.  You can reach her at (269) 781-7821, ext 23.  You may also send her a request by e-mail at beth@marshalldistrictlibrary.org or by postal mail at Marshall District Library, c/o Beth Dowson, 124 West Green Street, Marshall, MI, 49068.

4. How do I request a copy of an obituary? 

It is the policy of the Marshall District Library that all obituary and other genealogical requests be submitted in writing.  You can either submit them to Marshall District Library, c/o Beth Dowson, 124 West Green Street, Marshall, MI, 49068 or e-mail your request to beth@marshalldistrictlibrary.org.  For obituary requests, we require that you have the person’s full name and exact date of death.   Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope, and at least $1 in donations for time, materials, and copies with your request.  The library cannot complete genealogy requests given over the telephone.
5. How much do you charge for this service? 

We ask for at least $1 in donations for time, materials, and copy costs.
6. How far back do your Marshall newspapers holdings go? 

We have copies of Marshall Newspapers from 1838 – 1939 on microfilm and on a newspaper archive database.  Both the microfilm machine and the online database are available for public use during regular library hours.  We have copies of Marshall Newspapers from 1940 – present on microfilm, but are in the process of having more years digitized for the online database.  Please visit the Information Desk for assistance using the database or the microfilm machine.
7. What kinds of genealogy programs do you offer? 

The Marshall District Library offers a variety of genealogical and local history programs.  Topics in the past have been Marshall History, beginning genealogical research, and one-on-one appointments for computer help.  We also refer people to the Library of Michigan’s archives and wonderful genealogy seminars, as well as the Calhoun County Genealogical Society’s (CCGS) monthly seminars.  The CCGS’s seminars have included topics like genealogical lock-ins, guest speakers, computer and technological workshops, and more.
8. Where can I find out what programs you will be offering? 

Upcoming local history and genealogy programs will be in the “What’s Happening” library newsletter, online at www.marshalldistrictlibrary.org, and announced the week before in The Marshall Chronicle.  You can always call the Information Desk at (269) 781-7821, ext. 10, for more information on upcoming programs.  
9. Where do I find birth, death, and marriage records? 

The Marshall District Library does have some marriage and death records on microfilm.  Be aware, however, that many records from the 19th century are incomplete or have gaps in the time spans:  

Marriage Records:  
1836 – 1864 


Death Records:  
1867 – 1882




1875 – 1915 





1883 – 1925

The Marshall District Library does not have birth records or divorce records.  All four of these records are held by the Calhoun County Clerk and Register of Deeds.  To access these records, you can stop in to 315 West Green Street, Marshall, MI, 49068, call (269) 781-0730, or visit http://www.co.calhoun.mi.us/docs/vital.taf.   
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** Adapted from KPL’s “Genealogy FAQs”      
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